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Another group of Occupy protesters acquitted

by Mensah M, Dean, Daily News Staff Writer, Posted: April 26, 2012
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For the second time this ye ar, a group of Occupy Philly protesters have walked out of court free and clear after a Philadelphia
Jjudge on Thursday dismissed all charges against them.
“Ifeellike this is a good day for the First Amendment and for the right of people to speak out against economic injustice,”
Dustin Slaughter, 32, said after leaving the courtroom at the city’s Criminal Justice Center.

The freelance journalist and photographer was one of 30 defendants on trial for obstruction of a highway,

and conspiracy stemming from a protest sparked when police forced the Occupiers from their Dilworth P
outside City Hall on Nov, 30.
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"Social justice and the struggle for social justice finds its protection in the First Amendment,” said Center City attorney Paul

Hetznecker, one of 14 defense attorneys representing the defendants, "Certainly this is a perfect example and expression of
the court’s recognition of how important our rights are.”

"Our position is that we presented enough evidence to the court. So, while we respect her Honor, we are disappointed with
her decision,” Assistant District Attorney Vincent Regan said after the one-day trial.
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Two more groups of Occupy protesters will be tried in J une on similar charges for protests at a Wells Fargo Bank branch and
at the Center City headquarters of Comecast.

Contact Mensah M. Dean at 215-568-8278 or deanm@philly.com

Posted: April 26, 2012 - 3:47 PM
Mensah M. Dean, Daily News Staff Writer

NEWSLETTERS >

rhttps://www.inquirer.com/philIy/news/breaking/20120426_An0ther__groupﬁof_Occupy_protesters_acquitted.html



